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I believe in the Holy Spirit…
									The Apostles’ Creed

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
								2 Corinthians 13:14

 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.
Galatians 5:25


Introduction: Who is the Holy Spirit?
We believe that the Holy Spirit is more than simply an impersonal force, He is the glorious third person of our great Triune God. Like the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit is a person, so we use the pronoun, “He”, rather than “it” (John 14:15-17). He is the Comforter, Counselor, and Helper who gives us new life in Christ, unites us with Christ, and puts the spotlight on Christ. 

The Holy Spirit is God present with us, filling the church and the individual believer. Author Gordon Fee writes, “I am …convinced that the Spirit in Paul’s experience and theology was always thought of in terms of the personal presence of God. The Spirit is God’s way of being present, powerfully present, in our lives and communities as we await the consummation of the kingdom of God. Precisely because he understood the Spirit as God’s personal presence, Paul also understood the Spirit always in terms of an empowering presence; whatever else, for Paul the Spirit was an experienced reality.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Gordon Fee, God’s Empowering Presence, p. xxi.] 


Redeeming Grace Church was founded in 1979, during a time of renewal and revival when the Spirit was saving many people. We have always been a church that has sought to treasure the person and work of the Spirit, and we’ve believed in the present use of all the gifts of the Holy Spirit as we find described in Scripture. Our expectation that all the gifts of the Spirit in the New Testament continue to be available today is why we can be described as “continuationist.” We humbly and respectfully disagree with fellow Christians who believe that some of the gifts have ceased to be available, a view described as “cessationist.”

This document is only a brief introduction to spiritual gifts. It is not intended to be exhaustive, so we will not attempt here to provide all the biblical foundations for the conclusions and practices being offered. The scope will be limited to answering some common questions related to spiritual gifts as well as gifts of healing, prophecy, and tongues. We encourage you to go deeper through studying your Bible, as well as consulting the resources found at the end, and we hope what you find here will help you “strive to excel in building up the church” through using your spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 14:12).  


I. Spiritual Gifts
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
1 Corinthians 12:4–7 

1. What are spiritual gifts?
We see from the passage above that spiritual gifts find their source in our Triune God. In particular, they are “manifestations of the Spirit,” which means that through these gifts the Holy Spirit makes His presence and power known. When we use or experience spiritual gifts, we are made aware that we are in the presence of the living God. 

A spiritual gift is a talent or ability that is empowered by the Spirit and primarily used to build up the church.

2. What is the purpose of spiritual gifts?
Spiritual gifts are given to strengthen, equip, comfort, encourage, and build up the church while we wait for the Lord’s return. This becomes evident in 1 Cor. 12:7, where we learn that spiritual gifts are given “for the common good.” We see something similar in 1 Cor. 14:1-3 where the church is urged to “earnestly desire spiritual gifts,” particularly the gift of prophecy, because it builds up the church. 

3. How many gifts are there?
Spiritual gifts are mentioned in at least six different places in the New Testament. The various lists of gifts are not identical and have some overlap. We conclude from this that we are not given an exhaustive list of gifts, but enough to understand that there are “varieties of gifts,” all empowered by the Holy Spirit. In the table on page 3, you can find the gifts that are mentioned in the New Testament. 









Spiritual Gifts Mentioned in the New Testament[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Adapted from Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 1020] 

	1 Corinthians 12:28
1. apostle
2. prophet
3. teacher
4. miracles
5. kinds of healings
6. helps
7. administration
8. tongues

1 Corinthians 12:8-10
9. word of wisdom
10. word of knowledge
11. faith
(5) gifts of healing*
(4) miracles
(2) prophecy
12. distinguish between spirits
(8) tongues
13. interpretation of tongues   

1 Corinthians 14:1-40
(2) prophecy
(8) tongues
(13) interpretation of tongues

	Ephesians 4:11
(1) apostle
(2) prophet
14. evangelist
15. pastor-teacher

Romans 12:6-8
(2) prophecy
16. serving
(3) teaching
17. encouraging
18. contributing
19. leadership
20. mercy

1 Corinthians 7:7
21. marriage
22. (celibacy) singleness

1 Peter 4:11
whoever speaks (covering several gifts)
whoever renders service (covering several gifts)


 *Numbers in parentheses refer to the number assigned to the gift where it first appears on this list. So, for example, when healing is mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, it is listed as “5” because it was first noted above in 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

4. Who has spiritual gifts?
The Holy Spirit generously gives gifts to every Christian. “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit…” (1 Cor. 12:7). God “empowers them all in everyone.” (v. 6) The Spirit “apportions to each one individually, as he wills.” (v. 11)

5. Are all the gifts we see in the NT available today?
Yes, we believe this is the teaching of the New Testament. As we put it in our Statement of Faith, “The gifts of the Holy Spirit at work in the New Testament church are available today, are vital for the mission of the church, and are to be earnestly desired and used to build up the church (1 Cor. 12:7; 14:1-14, 12).”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  RGC Statement of Faith, article 9.] 


We should briefly note here that these lists mention both spiritual gifts given to people and people who function as gifts, such as apostles and pastors and teachers. We believe the teaching of Scripture is that all the gifts carry through until Christ’s return. We also believe that the apostles were unique eyewitnesses to Christ, appointed directly by Christ to teach authoritatively about him, part of the first century launch of the church, and the office of apostle is no longer active today. 

6. What if I’m open but cautious?
We understand that RGC members have had a variety of teaching about the gifts of the Spirit and varying experiences with the gifts of the Spirit. Some may find the activity of some gifts, such as healing or prophecy, to be new. Others may have been in church settings where spiritual gifts were misused. We want each one of our members to have the opportunity to reflect on the teaching of Scripture in an unhurried, unpressured way, and come to their own God-given convictions. 

For those who are open but cautious, we want to gently inquire, “cautious about what?” If the answer is, “cautious about the misuse of certain gifts” (e.g. prophecy), we want to commend the care to do things right, but remember that any of God’s gifts, from marriage to money, can be misused. Since any of God’s good gifts can be misused, we seek to exercise wisdom and discernment while avoiding the temptation to become suspicious or dismissive of something God intends for our good. As we read our Bibles, we find the saints called to be zealous, not cautious, for spiritual gifts. Why? Because they build up the church. As one author puts it, “It is abundantly clear from the NT that this expectation, both of spiritual gifts and spiritual experience, was for ordinary believers and not just the apostles.”[footnoteRef:4] So our encouragement is to be “open and eager” rather than “open but cautious.” [4:  Andrew Wilson, Spirit and Sacrament, p. 90.] 


7. How can I find out what my spiritual gifts are?
We suggest three things. First, refer to the list of gifts found in the NT (see question 3 above). This list is not exhaustive, but points you in the direction of how the Holy Spirit gifts people. Second, ask. Pray and ask the Lord to help you know what your gifts are. Ask others what they see. Third, keep looking for ways to serve and build others up. As you do that, if you begin to notice that God’s blessing rests more strongly on some things you do than others, that’s probably a signal of an area of gifting. 

II. Healing
…to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit…
1 Corinthians 12:9

Do all possess gifts of healing? 
1 Corinthians 12:30

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.
James 5:14


1. What is the gift of healing?
In the garden of Eden, before sin entered into the world, there was no sickness, no need for doctors and pharmacies, Band-Aids or chemo. In the new creation we will live with God in resurrection bodies that never break or become sick. Until then, sickness and disease are part of our fallen world. 

God often heals people through the normal functions of our bodies and also through the intervention of medical professionals and medicine. In addition, He sometimes gives us a taste of the age to come by miraculously healing sick people, most commonly through prayers of faith. We see this prominently in Jesus’ ministry and regularly in the lives of Christians after the day of Pentecost. 

1 Corinthians 12 mentions healing three times, each time as “gifts of healing.” Why the plural, “gifts”? Perhaps this helps us to understand that this particular gift is quite varied, and will function in different ways at different times. No one has the gift of healing to heal anyone anytime, but God will graciously heal some people sometimes. And we can expect that some people who are gifted in this area will find their prayers answered more frequently than others. 

2. What about medicine and medical care?
In our fallen world, the presence of medicine and medically trained people is an expression of God’s merciful, common grace to a world in rebellion against Him. Christians have often trained to serve in medical professions, built hospitals, and researched cures for sickness. We thank God for members of our church who serve in these ways, and we also encourage all believers to pray for God’s help when sick, trusting Him to work through medical means. Many can testify to experiencing God’s work to greatly increase the effectiveness of medical treatment. 

3. How shall we pray for healing?
First, let us ask. James reminds us, “You do not have because you do not ask.” (James 4:2). Jesus teaches us about a persistent kind of faith that asks, seeks, and knocks (Luke 11:9). It is right and good to ask God for healing, seeking our neighbor’s good and God’s glory. God is in no one’s debt, He owes healing to no one. But He is a generous Father who loves to give good gifts to His children.

Second, let us ask with faith. Not with presumptuous faith, like a petulant child, but a humble faith that says, “Lord, I believe you are able to heal this person” or, “Lord, I believe you are able to heal me.” As we read through the New Testament accounts of healing, we find that typically faith is expressed by someone, whether it be the person needing healing, some friends, or the person doing the praying. 

Third, the laying on of hands commonly accompanied prayer for healing in Jesus’ ministry and that of His followers. In the passage from James 5 cited above, the elders are specifically instructed to pray for the sick while also anointing with oil, which may be symbolic for the presence of the Holy Spirit. This is not required in all circumstances, but we encourage the sick to come to the elders for prayer for healing.

4. Is healing guaranteed?
Yes, when God makes all things new (Revelation 21:1-4)! Then the healing Christ secured for us at the cross will be fully and finally experienced. Until then, no amount of prayer and no amount of faith can guarantee present day healing. 

5. What if the person is not healed?
If you pray for healing and it isn’t immediately experienced, do not despair. It’s worth remembering that, unless the Lord returns, every one of us will experience sickness and all of us will die. Sickness and death will be part of our experience until Christ makes all things new. It can be an expression of godly faith to keep praying for healing. In fact, repeated requests for prayer is a sign of faith, not unbelief. However, the sick person will want to continue to seek God’s will and direction for his or her life and it may be that they experience God’s direction to simply glorify Him by learning to suffer well through the affliction, rather than continue to wait for healing. 
 
III. Prophecy
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith…
								Romans 12:6

Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy.
1 Corinthians 14:1

But all things should be done decently and in order.
								1 Corinthians 14:40

1. What is the gift of prophecy?
First, let’s be clear about what prophecy is not. The gift and practice of prophecy is not speaking forth authoritative words that rival or replace Scripture. Prophecy is not giving revelations that sideline or undermine the 66 books of the Bible that comprise the Bible, God’s revelation to the world of all that we need to know Him and follow Christ. Prophecy is not pronouncing judgment on God’s people or other nations in the manner common to Old Testament prophets like Isaiah or Jeremiah.

The New Testament gift of prophecy is a way that God builds up, encourages, and comforts His people. This comes through words God gives to one Christian for the benefit of others. We may define prophesy as, “telling something that God has spontaneously brought to mind.”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Grudem, p. 1049.] 


This is not the same as teaching, nor is it simply encouraging or exhorting. There is an aspect of revelation here, where God makes known some information, situation, facts, or insight that is spoken forth for the good of others. 

2. What is the purpose of this gift?
The gift of prophecy has a remarkable ability to encourage us that God is present, that God sees us, and the He is at work for our good. While the words “prophet” and “prophecy” might cause us to think someone speaking with divine authority to kings and nations, the purpose of NT prophecy is to meet God’s people where they are, remind them of God’s nearness, and strengthen and encourage them to press on toward heaven. As we read the New Testament, we see this gift can also bring conviction to an unbeliever (1 Cor. 14:24-25), prepare the church for coming difficulty (Acts 11:27-30), and clarify ministry direction for church leaders (Acts 13:1-3). 

We must recognize that the New Testament gift of prophecy is very different from the prophecies given to Old Testament prophets like Jeremiah or Isaiah (Heb. 1:1-2). Old Testament prophets spoke with all the authority of God Himself, so they often began with, “The Lord says,” or something similar. This side of the cross, that level of authority is found only in Scripture. Prophetic words given today should not be despised, but should also be tested and evaluated (1 Thess. 5:19-21). For this reason, it is a wise practice for someone giving a prophecy to begin with “The Lord has given me an impression….” or “I sense the Lord wants to draw our attention to this Scripture…” or something similar.


3. Can anyone prophesy?
Not everyone has the gift of prophecy, and the Spirit sovereignly and wisely distributes the gifts as He wills. Yet Paul urged each member of the Corinthian church to “earnestly desire spiritual gifts, especially that you might prophesy.” (1 Cor. 14:1) A bit later he says that he wants them all to prophesy (14:5). If that church needed this gift, does ours? Do we share that desire? Do we have a vision for the goodness of this particular gift that leads us to pray for it? Just like God gave manna to Israel in the wilderness to strengthen and sustain them until they made it to the Promised Land, so God provides spiritual gifts, including the gift of prophecy, to strengthen and sustain us until we make it to heaven.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Thanks to author Andrew Wilson for this insight.] 


4. How does this work in the life of our church?
At RGC we are under the authority of God’s inspired Word and always lead through teaching, so we want to direct you first to the teaching of Scripture, especially 1 Corinthians 12-14, and the sermons [link] we’ve done from those chapters.  

We encourage all our members to actively pray for spiritual gifts and to pray that the gift of prophecy will function frequently in our church, whether that be in small groups, at our Sunday service, or in one-to-one meetings. 

Our desire is that our Sunday worship service will be a place where people with a proven gift of prophecy will be able to express that for the good of the church. For this reason we have what we call a ministry mic near the stage. One of the elders is always there to screen and evaluate any potential prophetic words, determining if the word fits in the flow of the service, when it might be administered, and what follow up might be appropriate. While we always plan our services with great care, we also expect that God may have plans for us that He will not reveal until the time of the service, so we strive to be responsive to unplanned or spontaneous ministry opportunities. 

Small groups like Community Groups are the best place to practice this gift. We want groups to be safe places to encourage and begin to exercise this gift. Wise leadership is needed both to encourage and also provide appropriate evaluation. A few suggestions can be found below. 

IV. Tongues
…to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
							1 Cor. 12:10c

1. What is the gift of tongues?
The word translated as “tongues” can also be translated as “languages.” Speaking in tongues is bringing prayer, praise, or thanksgiving to God in a language unknown to the speaker. 

2. Are there different types of tongues?
Yes. In Acts 2:5-13, on the day of Pentecost, when God poured out the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ disciples, they began praising God in languages they did not know, but were understandable to the people around them. 

When tongues are discussed in 1 Corinthians 14, there we see that neither the speaker nor the hearer understood what is being said (1 Corinthians 14:1-5). We do not know whether what was being spoken was an actual language that no one present knew or something else, perhaps those “tongues of men and of angels” mentioned in 1 Corinthians 13:1.

Paul makes known that he often speaks in tongues in private and that he finds this to be edifying for himself (1 Corinthians 14:13-19). Thus, there is a personal use of tongues that requires no interpreter. Not all have this gift (1 Corinthians 12:30), but all are welcome to ask for it. 

3. What is the gift of interpreting tongues, and why does it matter?
The Holy Spirit gives some individuals the ability to interpret what someone else has uttered in tongues, by translating their prayer into words understandable to the church. If no such person is present, the church is instructed not to speak in tongues, since people cannot be built up by what they cannot understand. 

4. How does (interpreted) tongues differ from prophecy?
Tongues are words of prayer and praise spoken to God. Prophecy are words sent from God and made known to the speaker, who shares them with others for their strengthening, encouragement, and comfort (1 Corinthians 14:1-5). 

5. Does everyone have the gift of tongues?
No. The Holy Spirit distributes gifts “to each one individually as he wills.” (1 Corinthians 12:11). “Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?” (1 Corinthians 12:30) There have been some churches and denominations that have insisted that all Christians should speak in tongues. This tends to create a “haves and have-not” experience, leaving those without the gift feeling like second class citizens. We must reject the idea that all Christians should speak in tongues (or have any other spiritual gift). The plain teaching of Scripture is that not all have that gift. Let us neither forbid speaking in tongues (14:39) nor insist that everyone should. 


Community Group Quick Start Guide
1. Start with personal prayer. Ask God to meet your group and strengthen them through spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.


2. Highlight the way these gatherings create opportunities to build each other up. 1 Cor: 12:7, 14:12, and 14:26 point out to us that God desires each of His people to arrive at corporate gatherings desirous to speak and serve and love and pray for others in a way that strengthens and encourages and comforts others. We can follow the example of one RGC member who prays in the car on her way to the meeting that she’ll be able to encourage and build up at least one person in the group. We want our focus to be not, “What is my gift?” but “Who can I build up?”

3. If the group is unfamiliar with the gift of prophecy, it is important to take time to lead them through the Scriptures to understand its purpose and practice. 1 Cor. 12:1-11 and 14:1-25 are particularly helpful. 

4. Ask people about their experience with spiritual gifts and especially with prophecy. Some may have had little or no experience. Others may have had positive experiences. Others may have had negative experiences. It’s important to know well the condition of your group as you seek to lead out in this. 

5. Create a safe environment. Let the group know that this is a safe place to step out and try something new. And also that gentle, wise, and biblical evaluation will be provided. You want your group to be assured that it’s OK to take a risk and also that they’ll be protected from weird or strange words and experiences. 

6. Make space for it. You might spend some time in prayer or singing, then wait quietly on the Lord, asking if He has anything He might want to encourage or strengthen or comfort the group with. After a bit of waiting, ask if anyone has an impression, or a Scripture, or something they’ve seen that they’d like to share. 

Resources

Spiritual Gifts
Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, chapters 52-53.  [See also Bible Doctrine, chapters 29     & 30]
Andrew Wilson, Spirit and Sacrament, especially chapter 5, “Charismatic: Zealously Desire Spiritual Gifts”
Redeeming Grace Church Statement of Faith, Article 9 (below)

On the Holy Spirit 
J. I. Packer, Keep in Step with the Spirit 
Michael Reeves, Delighting in the Trinity, especially chapter 4, The Christian Life: The Spirit Beautifies
Graham Cole, Engaging with the Holy Spirit: Real Questions and Practical Answers
Gordon Fee, God’s Empowering Presence, especially the Introduction and Part 2: Synthesis
D. A. Carson, Showing the Spirit: A Theological Exposition of 1 Corinthians 12-14


RGC Statement of Faith

9. The Holy Spirit
We believe that at the point of conversion the Holy Spirit “baptizes” believers into
union with Christ and that He indwells them as a pledge of their promised inheritance (Romans 6:3, Galatians 3:27, 1 Corinthians 12:13, 2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5,
Ephesians 1:13-14). All genuine believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit at conversion (Titus 3:4-6). The New Testament also indicates the importance of an ongoing, empowering work of the Spirit subsequent to conversion which the believer is encouraged to pursue. The Holy Spirit desires to fill each believer continually with increased power, acting in the believer to encourage, guide, and ultimately effect growth in Christ-likeness and Christian witness (Romans 8:13; 15:13, Galatians 5:16, 2 Timothy 1:14). The Spirit indwells, guides, instructs, equips, revives, and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. Each believer receives gifts from the Spirit, to be used to build up the church (Romans 12:5-8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 1 Peter 4:10). Just as the Holy Spirit is at work in the individual believer, so too, the Spirit is at work in the church corporately, empowering it for worship, edification, mission, and service (1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Ephesians 2:19-22). The gifts of the Holy Spirit at work in the New Testament church are available today, are vital for the mission of the church, and are to be earnestly desired and used to build up the church (1 Corinthians 12:7; 14:1-4, 12).
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